1870,

QUEENSLAND.

PROPOSED SUBMARINE AND LAND TELEGRAPH BETWEEN
SINGAPORE AND THE AUSIRALIAN COLONIES.

(FURTIER, CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING)

‘Prosented to both Houses of Parliament by Command of Eis Bxcellency the Governor,

C. W. Earie, Bsquin, lo Jouy Dovcras, Bsqume.
British Australian lclcgrspl\ Company (Limited),
014 Broad street, London, E.C.,
15th Augus, 18

Dear St
have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Ilth instant, addrossed to
Viscount Monck, who s at present absont, from town. With regard to your not having recefved an acknow-
Jedgment o youe lter to ho Sccetay oftho 28t July, L can only express my et hat he Serctary, in
e, did ot snd you 3 ormal acknowlodgnent. o aocounts for the omision by ssying i,
e saraehy afir the euep ofthe loer, b had o tfereic with 70u on  subject, which, In bis opinion,
rendorl o futher reply nesesary. Tk nly sopst, sy eget st tho omission.

Vith reference to your remark that the direotors did ot appear to consider the offer you made i that
lotter. o suliiat importance to bring the matter under the notice o the sharcholders [ big to sy tht the
omission to allude to that offer in. the opening npnnel\ of the Ch notintentional,
stances were detailed on the memorandum T put into Lord Monek’s hands, for his guidance in aadmmu the

ceting. s, however, the offer you made ad eslchiine it e ot mprobable st Lard Monck had, to

Some exient, dismissod the matter from his mind as being a decided question, and, therefore, ot ono for the
considoraton of tho mesting then siting. - Lord Moncl's  pology fox hot inteouoing the subjest, and e fall
explanation of it when reminded of it by yeu, must, I thik, acquit him of any intended want of attention
o the propose you ied mde

o the Bour vill et to har the deison, that, Queenland s con 0 o ejctthe el
offer that South, Austraia has made of llowing he o contect the system wih the line to be crected betre:
Port Datyin and Port Augute

ord wil et he dession, ot oly besuse it doprves the Cogany of an lterats ot fo
theie cablo messoge, but because, whethor another cable is 1aid or not, unless it be one between Normanton
A Poxt Dattathe sot of talgeaplia Comiinieatlon 2641 e pocLon{GF.the’eattsan Wil bt
inerease

um-

‘o may be assured that this Company js extremely auxious to secure allernative Toutes from its
tmmnul station in Australia and will do all in its pover to work cordially with Quesnaland in the matter,
as long os the views of that Colony do not tend to a scheme which may have the effect of establishing a com”
petition to the cable the Company intends to lay betwoen Jsva and Port e

1 bhave, &e,,
0. W. EARLE,
Managing Director.
3. Douglas, Esquire, Agont-General for Quoensland.

Jouy Dovaras, ESQUIRE, fo i HONORABLE THE COLONTAL SECRETARY, BRISBANE,

Queensland Government, Off
- Chartng Gros, Lordon, 20d Septamber, 1870,
s,

e to acknowledge the receipt of your lotters of the 8th and lhh June, No. 146 and
No. 165, in xc{emme to negotiations with the British and Australian Telegraph Company.

3 Tas lttr ancskis subjects No. 51, o the 116h Augs, L infermed you thav T bed atended
extouondingsy gonersl meting of the sharcholders, and T supplied you with a copy of a letter which T bad
addressed to the Chairman.

1 now



2

1w bog to onclosocopy of roply mesivd fom I Barle,tho managing diweor, 1 havo o besn
vcrbz\ly ml\mneﬁ by Lord Monck a hat, before finally closing with South Australia, further

rec uned that lee ove crlaml hnc will be completed mt Lln. lum specified—namely, before the
e Junu'zry TS nding the result of these negotiatio ompany canmot cither entertain
any propositions made by me on e ‘part of the Colony of Ouoemlaml nm o they make any counter proposi-
tion for submission to you.

'he guarantee required will consis fun Acz of Parliament p<|>.ed Iyy the Legislature of South
Australia, submitting to apmny of £70  day for overy day over and above the time at which it is stipulated
that the line shall b order. Aund [ undustx\nd that, in the e\'ﬂl it of this condition being accepted,
the Company will lold eneloa entirely at the service of South Australia. The tenor of your instructions
contained in’ your telegram from Galle, of the 18th July, would probably justify me under these circumstances
in endeavoring to induce some other company to'underiake the laying of a cible fwm A"mpenc'ma, b\.c the
present state of the e cet, together with the extremely depressed o nd; res (the
British Australion £5 paid up shares | hc\ng quoted at 43 discount), renders quxtc nut ol tl\o q\mmnn to
make a2y such attenpt at e present time

v, bowere, requeied sa eminent frm of osble makersto supply mo with an estimato of tho cost
of m;\kmg and lay cable from Kopang to wpemm and in the event of the Government of Queensland,
scting in conjunchon with’ Now. South Wales, Qetorminiai to undertako saoh & work, T boliovo it would by
much better o buy a cable than to offer a guarantee to a rival company.

I may add, that in communicating to Mr. Barle the contents of your wlcgmm ol the 18th July,
offering a guarantee of five per cent. on the cable [n)m I(opn,ng to Carpentaria, I was informed by him that
t!u: Company had abandoned their intention of going to Kopang, and that they would \'ny i u\.!e direct
from Java to Port Darwin. Tt must now, Lhcrcfmc, be Ap]u)enb that in the event of a second eable being.
lmd that cable must be laid over the whole distance from Java to Cuyenmnn, and T would mpmn.uy
subiat, thak!ia, $he eantirie, it moald Bespritarable to ks some arrangtinsat with Seath Asairalis, i
virtue of which the alternative could be avoided.
shall endeavor, however, to ascertain if the Dutch Government will be prepared to co-operate with

chc Guvermnenb of Queensland, in the event of its being considered necessary to secure a second Australian

Lmaitwith inorestyour dtild nstuotons supplomentary t you tlogram,

The war in France ronders the Marsoilles route subject to such interruption that I may not be able to
urn of post, nd on the present oecasion [ write by the Southampton mail, previous to the arival

cilles mail, due in London on the bth.

T have, &,

JOHN DOUGLAS.
The Honorable the Colonial Scorotary, Brisbane,

Jomx Dovras, Bsqume, to Tne HoNorAbLE Tk COLONIAL chnzrmw, BRISBANE.

Q\\eemlmd Gavernmcn
4 o o T, Tth Septembr, 1870,
» 1B,

T hiuve to acknowledge your letier of the 11th July, instructing me to make no terms with the
British and Australian Telograph Company which involved a connection with their line on South Australian
tarritory.
have already informed you of the result of my negotiations with the Company, and on the 8rd
instant I addressed a telegram to you embodying a demand which is now made by the British Australian
L.nmgmy, in the event of tho South Australian Government being bebind-| \nna in their contract to wmp]ele
ing by tho! 0. of 1871 Thisfwassasescapased by resommendaian o arring tarms with soutl
Australia, with a view to bring Port Darwin into telegraphic connection with Nolmnnmn i i
0 do 5o, because there is ia 1m0 prospeot a praent, of any company undertaking to lay a cable on terms which
you would be likely to
The present. sate!of afirs has vory seriously affected telegraph shares, and it would be quite useless
e induce English capn.:hstsws\lbscnbs ‘money, for such a purpose, ab reasonable rates.

e, however, e Manager ohhu [ndm-mbb:r and Gunnpmh. Company, at
mlve.mwn, Ln furnish me with an est nalh o! the probable cost of sucl cable as would be suitable, at per
‘nautical mile, and I now beg t5 enclo  letter wlucl\ he has 'u.ldre ~cl to me on this subject. I also
send by same’post, a s:mple of the cable to ot

may remark that_there is now some considerable competition in the manufacture of cables, and that

e e e edn prices.

£ it should eventually be considered desirable to make any purchases (.r thia mmmndny, T thik it

pro\mluu that better terms, even than those named by Mr. Gray, 1might b obta and T have no hesitation

in expressing an opinion that, when it is not possible to seeure the laying of a bt guarantee, it is
mn“y preferable to dispense with the i company altogether.

T have, &

JOHN DOUGLAS.
The Honorable the Colonial Secretary, Brisbane.

Marmiew
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Marmiew GraY, Esquins, to Jony Dovoras, Hsquin.
he Tndia Rubber, Gutapechs, and Tlograph Works Company (Gimied,
ertown, Bssex, London, E.,
2ud Seplember, 1870.
S,
esesed T have now tho pleasuc o forwaxdyou o sumple of Sbmacine Tlegragh bl
Thuducnpunn f cab b e SO R e S i ‘and

e e no doubt il pove very Sutabl or Jaying fom the hsd of the Gt of 0 Jav
"4 the rouo (b may b delormid on 1 uacersin,  have thought the he
gen our price por nawical mile, inoluding the exponse i layng for any longe a0 e than

You cn hu simaie tho cost of any logth of Iie by messving it o o shes, and iing sy 124 poe
comt. o kA eae F th gy vl rtn o 0o aera e il of shore o 5 o ohen
of iutermediats

"Tho ollwing would be tho cost of tho cables nd, say—
£190 per knot,
£00 5,

810

Qi When ong third of o ca\y\c s made and cortified by your evgineers,

Oneiféh when e cable s all m
And the romaining i1 whon ﬂxe em\)h: e T susestully e, You to b usth necomary
n for landing
o bove pricks are for making and aying o cble simflar to the sampl Lerewith, which i sulable
cm,,,mg up to 500 miles. I a length is wanted cxceeding 500 miles without a landing, then it will
e L of el o o Koh whi ol sed 210 g ko o shove
prces for vy 200 miles = 2dd.to tho 500 mile
ool up to 500 e .m.u o £190 po kot
Brom 500 5 5
Tomiooia0 4 L ol [

T have, &,

And so0n,

MATTHEW GRAY,
General Monager,

Douglas, Esquire, Agent-Goneral for Gaecnsland.

Jons Dovoras, Bsquiss, fo His Exceruexey mme MINIsteR 7on 2ue COLONIES. i
Totel De Belle Vi
"Tho Tagne, 220d Soptember, 1870, .,
s,
string o the intarsioy with i as fourdtis moming, your Ticollony wisgrod
enongh to inform me that & concession had becn rnted o tho Biidh Ausralian ompany wiho bave nder.
taken {0 establish Telegraphic conmunication between Singapore, Java, and At o
1 wish now to_ point out. that my. oh;mb AR e i
atenion of tho Noherands Govomment 1o or imporant modifeations on the originl scheme of the
Company whih have now beon adoped. & oute oo Darwin'in Nosthers Australl to Port
Augusta in South ihh b o o e e D
Sieee e Barls, tho lauagig Dirctr of the Compan, that th intenion
foland the cable ut Kopang has been abandon
Under those. irounsiness, 1 bavo mm e i sy o instiat inguiis i sooone o h
concessions s Govoriment, o tho Company, and to ascorain
‘hother the camo or any oo A A amosd oo of s ST eRAabing i
iferent auspices.

The deviation which as now been. adopted has so scriously affeted what are considered to be the
terets of the culony of Queonsland, that T have recefved instructions to_secne tho establisbment of an
Jdependent xoute by laying & eable from some point at the head of th Gulf of Carpentaria to Kopang and
ava.

ained to your y that, while maki Tty ©
o el e DR B e

i 2on i tho lands of o company, o sabsantal aud nuenil o i i ,umnu n; but T bave flt

it t0 bo my duty, in aceordanco wich instruotions from the Gavernment of Queensland, £ ascertain the aturo

of the emu?ahm ‘ich bnd ben made,and the xcnm which wonld probably be gm\ned in the event of any
one or moreof the Aust
B s

T have,
JOHN DOUGTAS.
Tis Exeellency the Minister for the Colonies.

Jomx;
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Jomy Dovctas, BsQUinE, to Tnk HONORABLE Tits COLONIAL SHCRETARY, BRISTANS.
TFLEGRAM
Britiah Avtglion Company o  cable to Normanton on guaranteed interost in present state
moncy market. No company will otk 1. Company bang noh sy slosod widh South Austrlins
204 Aot of Parlisment it demanded guarantesing the completion of land line to Port Darwin_before Ju anuary,
cighteon hundred and seventy-two, subject to pevalty of twenty pounds per day.  Would recommend combined
astion with South Australia to secure speedy connection between Port Darwin and Normanton.

Joux Dovaras, EEQUIRE, fo Tup HONORABLE THE COLONIAT, SromErARY, BRISBANE.

Quecnsland Government Of
. Charing Cross, Londoﬂ, “40th Septomber, 1870,
im,

Tn wy letter of the 2nd September, No. 60, T informed you that T would endeavor to sscortain if
the Dutch Govermment were Tikely to bo willing to co-oporate with the Govermnent of Queensland in laying
o telograph cablo from Java to Australia

Vith this object in view, T bave lately visited the Hague, and b d seistanc of the Brtah
Ambassador, L obtined an intervien with Monsiour de Waal, cho Miniter o

xpsined a longih the presnt position of o s rogards the Britsh Aosialian Corapany, and
tho diforonces of opinion which sppear o render it mpamble for the Government of Queeniland and Sonth
Australia to cooperate in this undertaking, and in Teply, the Mxmsuxr o gred enough o nuthoriss o to
s & etor o Vin which e Sted oo ould roply t by forvarding 1o me s copy f fhe mmm 3 which
‘as been given by the Netherlands Government in favor of the British and Anaualun Cony

HE eallency further, in tho course of  goneral conversation, nformed mo that, PE) s ansions
o olTer all reasonable facilitics for telegraphic or steam ‘oamunidtion eteen Javn sad Austrlia bs was
re graning of exbronions which would zendr it neceary to apply to the
Nethéntands Chambers or authority to make appropistionsfo such purpo
now onlee « copy uf my letter to Monsicur do Waal, togother with an attested translation of the

Dutch concession granted to i o A Complny

1 have, &c.y
JOHN DOUGLAS.
The Honorable the Colonial Scoretary, Brisbane.

Price 8d.

5 Kutherlt: 31xes O Baar, Goverament rnter, Wil siect, Brsbane.
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